OF THE 

Clothiers, Weavers, Hoſiers, Merchants, Drapers, Mercers, and other Dealers in 
the Woollen Manufaftures; with Relation to the Bill nom wats for the Transfer=. - 
ing the Collection of the Duty of Aulnage to the Cuſtome-houſe, and give- 
ing 4 Recompence to the Grown for the ſame. 1 „„ 


He Office of Auluage was Conſtituted for the Meaſuring, Weighing, and Searching of Cloth; And to the intent that the 
Dealers therein might not be deceived, the Seal was put on, to ſignifie the Goodneſs thereof, and the Duty paid in 
Conſideration of the performance of that Service. 
* The Subjidy of Aulnage was granted to the Crown, in conſideration of the Releaſing Forfeitures, that were grievous to the 
Dealers in Cloath. 5 FE 
The Office of the Auluager is now become altogether unneceſſary, and no ways Anſwering the End of its firſt Conſtitution, and 
is only continued for the Collecting the Duties due as aforeſaid,and the Seal now only ſigaities, (as a Cocquet at the Cuſtom» 
houſe) that the Duty is paid. 2 
The manner of Collecting theſe Duties, is not only very chargeable to the Crown , but Extreamly Oppreſſue and Burtben- 
ſome to the Subject, and a great hindrance to the Trade of the Woollen Manufactures. ES 
1. Theſe Dufles are very Chargeable in the Collecting, as appears by Accounts delivered by the Farmers of the ſaid Du- 
ties, (to the Committee appointed by the Houſe of Commons) by which'Accounts-they-ſer forth, That they Collected in one 
year, from the 25 of December, 87. to the 25 December 88, — — 12344 U 


Beſides the Duty on Stockings, Blankets, and Rugs. Nen RB [PT 
By Accounts likewiſe delivered by the Farmers to the ſaid Committee, it dothyappeer,yhas they made clear of all Charges, 
from the 25 of March 86, to 25 March 89, (taking the mean proportion) oy annum — — 3350 ꝗ 
So that the Charge in Collecting, comes to per annum, above — EH Ee Q F000 
The Rent that is now paid by the Farmers to the Dutcheſs of Richmond, who bus the Grant from the Crown, is 14 
per annum | ieee 77 — „ 31384 
The Fine that was paid for a Leaſe of Twenty one years, was 900 H Ufeh King Yedugtd to a Yearly Rent : 
comes to per annum — | Gel ee 3 | 00 
Rent and Fine comes to per annum — | IT 4038 L 
Out of which a Small Rent (by the Patgnt) is Reſerved to the Crown, not exceeding per annum — 3 
re manner of Collecting theſe Duties is very Grievous th all che Dealers in the Woollen ManufaQtures.... 


That in many places for the Payment of a Half penny or Penny Duty,they are forced to earry their Goods to ſever FPOffcer,ar prear — — 
diſtance from their Habitations to be $ aha , by which means their Goods are muchdamaged, their Inventions Expoſed theiv 

Markets oft times loſt, which is much more Grie vous than the payment of the Duty. 

That in other places they are forced to ſend for Seals many Miles, and many times the Aulnagers not having Seals, the Clothes 
for want thereof, have been ſent up to London, or her places, where they have been Seized, and the Clotbiers put to great 
Charge and Trouble to have them again. 


That they make frequent Searches at the Dreſſers, Dyers, Preſſers, fc. And if by any accident the Seales be droped off, as it 
will oftimes happen they Seize and carry away what they find Vnſealed. | 

That they make frequent Searches at Inns, Search Waggons, or Horſe Packs upon the Road , Search Fairs, Markets, Blackwel- 
Hall, Caſtom-houſe Keys, Merchants and Factors, Shops and Warehouſes , and where elſe tbey pleaſe, Seize and carry a- 
way what they find Unſealed. 

That they enter into and Search al Retailers Shops, and Warehouſes, rifle all their Goods, diſturb their Markets, Seize and car- 
ry away either whole Pieces or Remnants if Unſealed , although they have been Sealed; thu being ſuch an Extraordinary 
Grievance, the Retailers bave been forced to Yearly Contributions 70 be freed from ſo great an Inconvenience. 

Thata/ Goods Seized are preſently Compounded for, or elſe carryed to the Aulnagers Houſes or Offices,where the Owners are forced 
to attend and Compound, at what Rates theſe Aulnagers pleaſe : Or if ih refuſe, then are their Goods returned into the Ex- 
chequer , as Forfeited to the Crown, where they muſt Sue for them; which Remedy being in moſt caſes worſe than the Diſeaſe, 
forceth the Complainants to ſuffer the loſs of their Goods,(many times unjuſtly) rather then be at ſo great a Charge and Trou- 
ble to obtain them again. 

That although it has been made appear that the Goods have been Seized wrong fully, yet have they refuſed to deliver them again, 
until certain Fees,as they pretęnd is due, for Porteridge, Warehouſe Room, 2 be allowed. 
Thus are all the Dealers in the Woollen Manufactures oppreſſed, and all this for a Small and Inconſiderable Duty, not amount- 

ing to Five Shillings ſor a hundred pound value. | 

Thus are the Wheeles of Trade clogged with an unneceſſary Office, and Durraſonable Officers, who under the ſpecious preten- 
ces of Collecting and Increaſing the Revenue of the Crown, have been, and ſtill are very Induſtrious, to Colle& and Increaſe 
their own Profits and Gain, to /oſs, diſcouragement and vexation of many Thouſand Laborious Subjects. 

For Remedy of all which Miſchiefs it has been propoſed, That the Offce and Seal ſhould be wholly taken away, and that the 
Duties ſhould be made er at the Cuſtom. bouſe, for ſuch Manufactures only as are Exported. | : 

For which purpoſe a Bill has been Four ſeveral times before the Parliament in former Seſſions. 

A Bill for the fame purpoſe is now depending, and if the Rates that are now incerted in this Bill, had been Collected at the 
Cuſtom-houſe in thoſe years in which the Auluagers (et forth, That they made clear of all Charges 7350 l. they would have 
produced near 80007. per annum, as by Accounts abſtracted out of the Cuſtom-bouſe Books is moſt plainly to be demonſtrated. 
The Rates that are incerted in this Bill, amounts unto about 2000 J. per annum, more then the Rates that were Incerted in the Bill 


that was depending in the laſt Seſſions, and comes to about 500. per annum more than the Aulnagers made clear of all Charges 
in thoſe years when their Exactions were very great. - 


It is therefore humbly hoped this Bill will ſoon be paſſed into a Law. and the Dealers int be Woollen Manufafturz thereby delivered 
from the Burdens and Oppreſſions they have for a long time laboured under. oy 


1 


